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An autopsy of a deceased person with an unknown cause of death
to determine the reason for their passing

Prof. Saad bin Abdulaziz Al-Shuwairikh

Professor in the Department of Jurisprudence at the College of Sharia,
Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University (IMSIU)
Email: sashwirkh@imamu.edu.sa

Abstract :This research addresses the autopsy of a deceased person whose cause
of death is unknown, in order to determine the cause, and to recommend appropriate
treatment for relatives if the death was due to a hereditary disease, thereby protecting
them from a similar fate. This method represents a new approach to autopsy, differing
from the procedures known in the past.

The study concludes that such autopsies are permissible under five conditions: A
legitimate need for the autopsy exists, No alternative method can determine the cause
of death without surgical dissection, The consent of the deceased’s guardians is
obtained, The autopsy is limited strictly to what is necessary, The dignity of the
deceased is preserved by returning all parts of the body to their proper place after the
autopsy, sewing up the incision, washing the body, shrouding it, performing the
funeral prayer, and burying it.

Keywords: Autopsy, Cause of death, Hereditary Disease, Corpse, Death Diagnosis,
Unknown Cause Of Death.
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